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PRESS RELEASE

KOSOVO PROPERTY CLAIMS COMMISSION

APRIL 2010 SESSION
The Kosovo Property Claims Commission (the “KPCC”) was established pursuant to UNMIK Regulation 2006/50, as amended and adopted by Law No. 03/L-079.  The KPCC is responsible for the determination of ownership and use right claims over private immoveable property, including agricultural, residential and commercial property,  which involve circumstances directly related to or resulting from the armed conflict that occurred in Kosovo between 27 February 1998 and 20 June 1999 where the claimant is not now able to exercise such property rights.   
April 2010 session

A total of 522 claims were referred by the Executive Secretariat of the Kosovo Property Agency to the KPCC for its April 2010 session.  The KPCC resolved 515 of these claims, including 457 agricultural claims which were granted, 21 agricultural property claims which were dismissed, 32 residential property claims which were granted, one residential property claim which was dismissed, three commercial property claims which were granted and one which was dismissed.  The remaining claims were either referred back by the KPCC for further clarification or withdrawn by the Secretariat during the session.
Issues arising in contested claims
Two contested claims were presented to the KPCC during the session.  The first claim, which concerned residential property, was dismissed by the KPCC on the basis that the claimant had lost possession of the claimed property prior to the 1998-1999 conflict.  While the claimant asserted an occupancy right over the claimed apartment, the KPCC found that the claimant had been allocated a second apartment by his new employer in 1998, and that the first apartment had been re-allocated to a third party in accordance with the applicable law. 
The second claim, which concerned a commercial garage, was also dismissed by the KPCC.  The claimant had never obtained possession of the claimed property, and his earlier claims to the property had been previously dismissed by the Supreme Court of Kosovo in 1991 and the Supreme Court of Serbia in 1993.  The KPCC concluded that these decisions were final and could not be challenged before it.  
The next KPCC session will be held in June 2010.

For further information about the operations of the KPA or the KPCC, please contact Valbona Dhomi at Valbona.dhomi@kpaonline.org or at + 381 (0) 38 249 918 147.
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