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PRESS RELEASE

KOSOVO PROPERTY CLAIMS COMMISSION

FEBRUARY 2010 SESSION
The Kosovo Property Claims Commission (the “KPCC”) was established pursuant to UNMIK Regulation 2006/50, as amended and adopted by Law No. 03/L-079, to operate as a quasi-judicial decision-making body within the Kosovo Property Agency (the “KPA”).  

The KPCC is responsible for the determination of ownership and use right claims over private immoveable property, including agricultural, residential and commercial property, which involve circumstances directly related to or resulting from the armed conflict that occurred in Kosovo between 27 February 1998 and 20 June 1999 where the claimant is not now able to exercise such property rights.   

The KPCC is comprised of three Commissioners; two international and one national. EULEX employs a number of international and local staff within the KPCC, including both international Commissioners.  

The KPCC conducts sessions every two months for the resolution of claims presented to it by the Executive Secretariat of the KPA. KPCC decisions are subject to the right of appeal to the KPA Appeals Panel of the Supreme Court of Kosovo.

February 2010 session

A total of 1,183 claims were referred by the Executive Secretariat to the KPCC for the February 2010 session.  The KPCC resolved 951 claims, including 869 agricultural claims which were granted, 132 agricultural claims which were dismissed, 78 residential claims which were granted, ten residential property claims which were dismissed, four commercial property claims which were granted and one which was dismissed.

Claims dismissed
During the session the Commission dismissed a number of claims as falling outside of its mandate in cases in which either the loss of possession occurred prior to the 1998-1999 armed conflict in Kosovo, or in which the claimant had never lost possession of the claimed property but simply wished to receive confirmation of his or her property right.  Claims dismissed by the KPCC as falling outside of its mandate are without prejudice to the right of the parties to seek confirmation of their right over the claimed properties before the competent local authorities, such as the cadastral agencies or local courts, in accordance with the applicable law.
The KPCC dismissed a number of other claims in which the claimant did not have the requisite authorization to act for the property right holder through a validly executed power of attorney.  In a number of further claims, claimants were unable to resolve discrepancies in relation to the identity of the property right holder, or in relation to the claimants’ relationship with the property right holder, to the satisfaction of the KPCC. 
Issues arising in contested claims
The KPCC resolved a number of contested claims during the session.  

The KPCC dismissed a claim relating to a boundary dispute between two neighbours unrelated to the 1998-1999 conflict.  The Claimant acknowledged that there was no dispute between the parties, and that he simply wanted to confirm his ownership pending the conclusion of the sale of the remaining portion of the property in question. 
Another claim concerned a residential property destroyed during the March 2004 riots.  The KPCC considered that the riots constituted a circumstance resulting from the armed conflict that occurred in Kosovo in 1998-1999 and found the claim to be within its jurisdiction.

A third claim concerned an informal property transaction concluded in 1999 in which the claimant and respondent exchanged their apartments, respectively in Serbia and Kosovo.   The KPCC noted that the Housing and Property Claims Commission had previously considered the validity of the informal transaction and determined the issue of ownership in the Respondent’s favor.  The claim was consequently dismissed by the KPCC. 
The next KPCC session will be held in April 2010. 
For further information about the operations of the KPA or the KPCC, please contact Valbona Dhomi at Valbona.dhomi@kpaonline.org or at + 381 (0) 38 249 918 247.
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